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Stateside burner

with lightweight

handling—sampled

by Jerry Clayton
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For saveral years now enthusiasts

have been moaning that all the
best British-maode bikes have all bean
axport models. Well, now you can buy
an Amarican scrambler-roadster. com-
plete with high and wida bars, in this
country. The Norton NIBCS is in
axport trim axcept for the necessary
silencars and road tyres.

In my opinion, the Nartan NISCS and
its Mutchless countarpart, the GIGCS, are a
couple of the most stnking motorcycles
produced. Bath models are identical excopl
fwe U Lank badees and rolours,

A3 you slep, or rather, climb astride tha
bike. you realise just how large the NIGCS
is. For shartlagged riders. the sze will
prusunt a bit of a prohlem, Once you are
gstride  the bike, however, the wida
scramblas bars give 8 high duegreo af
manoauwrability,

The rider =its bolt uphghe, and dus ta
this snd the suddle height he has a really
good ranga of vision. Somehew the sinall
Lank fits betwean tha knaas comfortably
and | wus surpnised 1o look down and find
that my legs did nol have a knock-kneesd
Inak about tham.

The enging is tha sama as that used in
the /50 Norlon Atlas

The compression

ratio s still TG0,
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nd thus provided a smooth rida with an
unusuglly wide power band, Thanks to tha
Iowar gear ratios it wes possible 1o
crawl along at just aver 1B mph in top
gudr, withol! toushing tha clutch,

Prarses enough have already hasn sung
over tha Nartan gearbox, bul even so it
niever fails te imprass with its smooih,
pusilive  changes and an sasily obtained
neutral. The clutch blends in with this
gearbox perfectly. for it is really smoath in
operatinn and always frees cleanly,

One tny criticiam must be almed at the
kickstarter, which could have basn a litths
lenger and higher geared. The real difficulty
was that tha engina had 10 be turned owver
quickly to start, and this could anly be
schieved by o goeod hefty swing on tha
kickstartar. For some people this would
mean kicking tha bike over on the centre
sland because of the saddla haight.

However, thare is o knock in gerting the
Nerton on 1o the stand, for brule strongth
alohe is not enough. The centre stand peg
should be pushed to the ground, and than
the foot moved on to the stand base. By
pulling back and lifting. the bike can be
rollodd into place.

AL first, it scems slrange to &aA the
Norton engine with @ Matchloss chaincase
in a Matchless frame. but atter nding the

ke, its difficell 10 see why nobody
thought of the memage balore. 1L would
not surprise ma 1o &8 a sudden increase
i homy briowed hybrids of this typa.

The alley chumeose has o soundproofing
affect. cutting out a lot of the chamn and
clutch noise that one used 1o get with the
thinner pressod steel Norton  nasa. Tha
frame i3 duplex with sidecar lugs incorpo-
raterd. Aoadholding was not guite in U
featherbad rclass, but it was 88 good B3
that of any other margue

Aoadholder forks are Nitted as standard
tn the NIECS, and these no doubl von
tribule to the handling. Naturally, with the
witle birs il is casier ta throw tha modal
around, End it cun be “grounded”
without diffieulty or worry,

The lighting s In wvogus, being 12
yolt, but there is no fuse. This is & minor
point, but ome which an enthusiastic
cwner might ke 1o amend 1o, Should you
sirike cleotrical frouhla at any timae. it's
simpler and cheapor 10 replace a fusa than
part or all of the wiring loom.

The lights are first class and it is gauy o
appreciate the move from 6 to 12 wolt
urits. The headlight is very powarful and
although correetly wdjusied and on dipped
heam, it caused 8 couple ol mdignant
flaghes lrom oncoming wvehicles. Some
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EXPORT NORTON

Performance
Speads in the gasrs: Accelaratdon:
Misnimum  Maximum 0=10 1:20 sec. 06O 520 sec,
151 4 47 0-30 2.80=00. 0 80 850sec.
2nd 8 66 Standing 1 mile: 16 sec. daad.
Ard 14 24 Terminal spansd B4.62
Ath 17 105 Braking:

Fractical maximum spaad—100

Braking trom 30 mph—230 f1. § in. on dry
tarmac with 12 stone rider

Specification
Engime: Avaraga 66 mpg.
4 stroke  porallel twin 750 cc (73 x Alltests using Promium grade fuel.

89 mml. Compression ratin 7-6G:1. Cast
iron cylindars with alley heod and rocker
boxas.

Carburation:
Two Matched Monoblocs 389 and GRO,
14 in,

Gaar ratios:

15t—12-66, 2nd—8-4. 3rd—6-03. Top—
4-94. These ratiog ara 1o ba changerd for
tha narmal Atlas road gears in the near
furure.

Electrical Equipment:

Lucas altarnator. zanar dinde. 12 volt
battary.
Fuel consumption :

Tauring B3 mpy,
Town riding 48 mpag.
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Brakes:

Eight-inch single leading shog front with
saven-inch single leading shoe rear, Both
full width hubs.

Capacitias:

Ol tank: 6-4 US pints. 4 Imp. pints.

Fuel tank: 43 US gallons. 24 Imp. gallans.
Gearbox: 1 Imp. pint

Weight:
400 Ib.

Prica:
Mot fikeel ol Lime of wriling,

Makers:
Nortan-Villiers, Plumstead Rowd, London,
S.E.18

"EASY TO MANOEUVRE"

people, it seams, don't want to crodil o
bika with good lights

The NIGCS reding poshon 15 8 resl boon
on the open road, or in traffle. Sitting
upright on 8 lerge bike, completaly relaxced
gnd in full contral, it is hard to understand
why penple ride machines with clip-ons as
low a3 they con poszibly get them.

Imckling through wraffic with wide bars
on the big Narton can be fikened Lo riding
a 260 fitted with stondard touning bars.
The 750 does not teel as though it waighs
400 Ib.., and, it iz easy to manosuvrc
through small gaps. Being high up, the
ritder can see over Lhe lops of cars,

Far long runs. tha riding position is com
fortable, but in my mind at leasl thers was
always a niggling little worry thet the bars
might slip out of my hands as | sccelarated.
The handiebur grips are made of a smooth
plastic and | felt that these should be
replaced with a mare “grippable’ type,

The footrest pegs were just that. as thay
witie nol hilled with rubbaers., This is fine
when riding in the dry. but the pegs tond 1o
ba a little slippery in the wel whoen the

" ridar is waaring rubber soled boots.

Braking in all conditions Is really good
The Morton 8 in. frant hrake is boll
progressive and powerful. These units
famotimos squoal, but this must be dua 1o
dust in the drum accumulating after several
thousand milas. for it did not happen with
tha tast hike.

The rear brake is ulse standand Narton,
One good fealure ot both brakss s that
there 15 no tendency to snatch.

Thae front whesl is 19 in., whilst lhe rear
I& 18 in. This sel vp s reminiscent of
another muenutecturer's seramblas machin-
ery, The large section 4-00 x 18 rear tyre
helped the rear dampers soften oul road
shocks, ond olse provided plenty of grip
tor lust take-ofts.

Tha mudguards are of the same section
and design as the old AJS and Muichless
CSR B50s. Being well clear of the whaals,
they tend to emphasisa tha business-like
lines of tha bike. as wall as being functional
far raugh riding

The tyres fitted as standerd sre the
heavily sludded scrambles typs. Whan |
took the machine fram the factory, how
avar, thase were changod for normal roed
myres. Anyone who hus ridden a trisls bike
with studded tyres on an ardinary road
will know that whilst affording plenty of
frip 0 muddy conditions, they are not sult-
ablge on the street,

It 15 possible to fit pilllon foarrests 10 the
bike, and | did thie during the lwul, The
seat. althowgh il looks small. tekes owo
ridders quite comfortably. With tha lack of
vibration already mantioned, the passengor
gats an axtramely comfonioble nde with no
tingling foel.

So there you have it, a Statesida
scrambler still in expart wim, yet destined
far tha home market. | think MNorlon-
Villiers have backed a winner,
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